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We, the undersigned participants of the III World Forum on Human Rights, express our concern 
about the extradition requested by the United States of America in relation to the journalist and 
founder of WikiLeaks, Julian Assange, currently on remand in subhuman conditions in the high 
security prison of Belmarsh, in the United Kingdom. 


Extraditing Julian Assange would set a dangerous precedent for press freedom and the right to 
access information globally. Not only would it be a life sentence against this journalist, Julian 
Assange, but it would act as a veiled threat to all journalists around the world who aim to do 
their job in an honest manner. 


Mr. Assange is charged under the Espionage Act 1917, a law that has never been used against 
a journalist for publishing accurate information concerning egregious international crimes. The 
UK-US Extradition Treaty itself, which forms the basis for this extradition request, specifically 
prohibits extradition for political offences. The same is true of the 1957 European Convention 
on Extradition, the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights, the United Nations Model 
Treaty on Extradition, the Interpol Constitution and other bilateral treaties ratified by the United 
States of America. The prohibition on extradition for political offences is also enshrined in the 
Inter-American Human Rights System.


Mr. Assange engaged in normal practices of investigative journalism, such as receiving 
information from sources and then publishing that accurate information which was in the public 
interest. Charges under the Espionage Act would criminalise these routine journalistic 
practices, thus being a direct threat to the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 


It was precisely this irreconcilable conflict between these charges and the First Amendment 
that led former President Barack Obama’s Administration to rightly deny an indictment against 
Mr. Assange because it would criminalise the practice of journalism at its core.


Mr. Assange was arrested on 11 April 2019 and is now one of the longest detainees on remand 
in the United Kingdom.


We the undersigned demand a renewed confidence on the international rule of law and that of 
the United States, by the latter withdrawing the charges against Mr. Assange and ending the 
ongoing extradition before the UK courts.


By this Statement we express our full agreement with the view of the Council of Europe, which 
considers the treatment of Mr. Assange to be among "the most serious threats to press 
freedom".


With that in mind, we add our voices to a growing public outcry in civil society, human rights 
organisations such as Amnesty International, to that of United Nations agencies, the world's 
leading media, press freedom associations, medical organisations, as well as most of the 
political and judicial agencies which have demanded a stop to the persecution of Mr. Assange 
and to proceed to his immediate release.


We urge the U.S. Department of Justice to drop all charges against Mr. Assange by relying on 
the U.S. Constitution itself, on human rights standards recognised by International Law, as well 
as fundamental humanitarian values, as the life of a journalist is at risk, and freedom of the 
press and the right to access to information globally are at risk. 
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